










The Significance of Liberal Arts Education in Contemporary University
Makoto AKASAKA
Abstruct 
　The aim of this paper is to present a sociological perspective to discuss the significance of 
liberal arts education in universities. We often confuse general education in Japanese universities 
with “liberal arts” but they are not the same. Liberal arts are an English translation of the Latin 
word “Artes liberales”, which meant originally the knowledge and skills that “free citizens” should 
acquire in ancient Rome. Though liberal arts education is still emphasized at American universities, 
In Japanese universities, the distinction between liberal arts education and specialized education 
has been abolished in 1991. However, I think liberal arts education is important and necessary 
in the following two senses. First, it is needed as the basis for more advanced research that 
creates the technological innovations needed in a rapidly changing modern society, and second, 
it is needed for fostering responsible world citizens with sharing common values. In the raging 
stream of globalizations, we can say  the survival of humankind depends on sharing common 
values or not. Since ancient times, humanities and social scientist explored the conditions for us 
human beings to create a better society and live a happy life. Being faced with the end of the “great 
story” called modern, we humanities-social researchers must build a new ideal worldview and 
convey it to children by liberal arts education.
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